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Squirrel say$ 


Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


card. nic! 
IF you haven't got | n't PA ra 
all your copies of | aa 


Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after 
that. Each part with a video 
costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 7 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 j 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 


Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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In White Deer Park, Fox called a meeting to 
discuss the disappearance of so many of 
their friends and relations. “As you know,” 
Fox said, “Dash has discovered it is the 
humans who are doing this.” 


“Now I’m sure this isn’t as bad as it looks. 
The warden is responsible for this and I don’t 
believe he would harm any of the animals,” 
Fox said. “Anyway, Vixen has a plan.” 


“Yes,” added Whisper, “they have put them 
behind high walls and there’s no way in at 
all.” Everyone looked worried, so Fox tried 
to reassure them. 


“Yes,” replied Vixen, “the next time the van 
comes, Whistler can follow it, find this 
mysterious place they’re taking the animals 
to and report back.” 


“Me? What can I do?” squawked Whistler 
anxiously. “It’s quite simple, you can fly,” 
Vixen answered. “Fy, yes. It’s landing I 
have trouble with,” Whistler grumbled. “I’m 
getting too old for these kind of adventures.” 


“Whistler, I’m surprised at you!” cried Fox. 
“Yes,” piped up Hurkel, “I don’t want to seem 
unkind, but you must go. You really must.” 
Eventually, Whistler gave in. 


Just as Whistler had agreed to the mission, 
Dash came bounding towards the group. 
“The van’s just about to leave the Park,” she 
cried. “Go on, Whistler,” urged Vixen. 
Whistler flapped his wings and took off. 


After several miles, Whistler saw the van stop 
outside an enormous compound with high 
walls. The gates opened silently and the van 
disappeared inside. Whistler flew over the 
walls and, exhausted, prepared to land. 


“Are you alright?” laughed Plucky. “I’ve 
seen some dodgy landings, old friend, but 
that was, by far, the worst.” “I was tired,” 
Whistler groaned. “What's going on? What 
is this place?” 


The animals all cheered. “Good luck, matey,” 
yelled Toad. Whistler’s voice carried through 


the air: “If I crash and you never see me again, 


I hope you'll be sorry...” Then he disappeared. 


“Oh dear, I’m too old for this,” he moaned, 

as he nose-dived into a bush. When Whistler 
came round he saw Plucky standing in front 
of him. He was delighted. “Plucky, it can’t 
be — wait till I tell the others!” he cried. 


“Isn’t it obvious?” replied Plucky. “It’s an 
animal sanctuary, the same as White Deer 
Park. The humans must have reckoned 
there were too many of us over there so 
they’ve brought us here.” 


“So you're alright then?” asked Whistler. 
“Yes,” replied Plucky, “it’s a super place, 
couldn’t be better. Guess what — I’m chief fox 
here. Tell my grandfather, will you. I’m chief 
fox, just like he is in White Deer Park.” 


“That’s exactly why I’m here,” Whistler 
said. “Fox is putting together a plan to help 
all the animals kidnapped from White Deer 
Park to get back home again. I’m here to 
look things over.” 


After much persuasion, Whisper agreed to 
give the fieldmouse a lift, but when he took 
off, she tumbled out of the sky. “Oh well,” 
she squeaked, a little dazed, “I'll just catch 
the next one.” 


Plucky stopped to think for a moment. “I do 
miss all my friends though,” he said, “Dash 
especially. That’s why I ran up just now. I 
hoped they might have caught her. But I'll 
escape soon,” he added cheerfully. 


“I don’t need any help,” said Plucky, “but 
many others do.” A fieldmouse scrambled out 
of the bushes. “Are you flying back to White 
Deer Park?” she squeaked. “I must get back 
to my mate. He’s useless without me.” 


Plucky watched Whistler fly off into the 
distance. “Tell Dash I’m faster than ever. 
Tell her we'll race again soon!” he cried. 


Next week: Ow! in a flap. 


All About... 


66Greetings from the worid’s largest land 

animal. That's me, African elephant. | have an 

Asian cousin who's a bit smaller but he’s pretty 
impressive, too. We both need huge amounts . 
of food and water each day to survive — | can 

chomp my way through more than 200kg of ; 
leaves, grass, flowers, fruit, roots and bark in 

just one day. | need at least 70 litres of water, 

so it is very important that there's a watering 

hole or a river nearby. Mind you, | can travel up 

to 80km a day if | have to, keeping up a steady 


NOSE, LIP AND TEETH for grinding up my food. Elephant tusks keep 


pace of 8km per hour. | live on the grassy plains My trunk, which is really a specially long nose on growing and can reach 3.5m in a fully-grown 
b f Af R lati and upper lip, is very flexible, sensitive and elephant. We use them for chipping off bark from 
ut some o my Eigalt Helabiyes spend most of useful. Apart from breathing through it (it makes young trees and as weapons. Unfortunately some 
their time in the forests.99 a very good snorkel in the water), | can use my humans want the ivory from which our teeth are 
: trunk in several other ways: to grab foodstuffs made and are prepared to kill elephants, even 
and transfer them into my mouth, to draw up quite young ones, to get it. This is one of the 
water for drinking and bathing, to suck up and main reasons why elephant numbers are dropping. 
spray dust, to touch and greet other elephants, In the 1970s there were over one million elephants 
to warn off rivals and to distinguish smells in the in Africa but now there are only 600,000 left. 
air. My tusks are extra-long cutting teeth - the Conservationists are having a hard time trying 
only other teeth | have are molars which | use to protect us. 


My vast body weighs about six tons — 
that’s heavier than a single-decker bus. 

| am over 3m tall at the shoulders and 7m 
long. | have thick legs to support my weight 
and rounded feet with three to five toes. 
There’s a special pad of soft, elastic tissue 
on the soles of my feet which helps them to 
absorb the shock of such a huge amount of 
weight as | take each step. It also helps me 
to tread very quietly. As you can see, my 


We elephants try to 


ears are huge, too. They are criss-crossed 
with blood vessels and when | flap them, 
heat is given off through these blood 
vessels, so my ears help me to cool down. 
| have a long trunk and two large tusks. 
My tough skin is grey. 


ELEPHANT FRIENDS 

Not only do elephants help each other when 
they are in trouble, they weep tears, just like 
humans do, when they're distressed. 


bathe, in water, mud 

or dust, at least once 

a day. It helps us to 

cool down, to keep our 
skin in good condition 
and to keep away biting 
insects. We suck up the 
water or dust through 
our nostrils and then 
spray it over our bodies. 
Although our skin is grey, 
it often looks brownish 
or reddish because it is 
coated with a layer of 
dust from the soil where 
we have been bathing. 


All About... 


Family life 


66We elephants are peaceful 
animals. Our females live in 
groups of up to 15 adults and 
youngsters, while we bulls 
(adult males) spend most of 
our time on our own, only 
visiting the family groups 
when a female is ready to 
mate. The young bulls, who 
leave their family groups 
between the ages of 10 and 
15, stay together in batchelor 
groups. The head of the 
family group is usually the 
oldest female - she leads her 
family to sources of water 
and food. Family members 
keep in touch by calling to 
each other. They trumpet 
loudly when there’s danger 
but otherwise they make 

a rumbling noise at the 

back of their throats. 

We elephants also make 

a low call which you 

humans cannot hear.99 


An elephant mother is pregnant for about 22 months. 
When the baby is born it weighs about 110kg. It feeds 
from its mother’s breasts which are between her front 
legs. When very young, it gets water by kneeling 
down and drinking with its mouth. If frightened, 

a youngster will shelter under its mother’s belly. 
Young elephants are very playful: they chase each 
other, playfight and climb on each other’s backs. 
If a mother dies, another female in the group 

will adopt her baby. 
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Elephants protect and care for the 
members of their family group, sometimes 
even risking their own lives. If a group has 
to run away from danger, such as armed 
poachers, the adults will make sure that 
they stay on the outside of the group so 
that the young are protected in the middle. 
If an elephant is injured or cannot stand 
up, two or more elephants will try to keep 
it upright. When a family member dies, 
the other elephants often toss earth over 
it or cover it with branches which they 
have broken off a tree. 


Weasels Easel 

African elephants are 
rarely used by hatine 
but the African genera 
Hannibal managed to tame 
some 38 of them to carry 
supplies across the Alps 


HELPING MAN 
The Asian elephant, which is smaller and has a 
more domed forehead than the African elephant, 
needs a shady habitat. It lives in forests in India 
and parts of south-east Asia - there are about 
30,000-55,000 of them left in the wild. For 
thousands of years, humans have used these 
elephants for transport. Today, they are still 
needed to fell and move logs in dense forests 
where machinery would be much more costly and 
would crush and cut up the soil and undergrowth. 
At the Young Elephant Training Centre in Thailand, 
elephants start their training when they are five or 
six. They each have their own keeper and they are 
taught about 40 commands which are needed to 
make them expert at hauling and stacking logs on 
their own or in teams. 


on Friends! 


Have a look at Talei Lakeland’s 
colourful map — it should help 
you to find your way around 

White Deer Park. 


-I'd like to be a little pig rolling in the mud, : 


Pieter Robinson, aged 5 


A SECOND FARTHING WOOD 

This is a true story. My nan and 
grandad live in the countryside. 
They live by some fields. There are 
deers living there because I’ve seen 
them. And | once saw a fox. I’m 
always seeing pheasants. My nan has 
a cat called Tommy, who brings in 
rabbits, weasels, shrews, mice, rats, 
moorhens and birds. When | was 
once staying over, Tommy brought in 
a rabbit. We looked after it but it had 
hurt its foot, so it sadly died. My nan 
and grandad also have two owls, 
Oliver and Penny. They had babies 
and we called one William. There are 
kestrels and badgers, too. So that’s 
our Farthing Wood! 


Carrie Wells, aged 11 


WHAT I'D LIKE TO BE 
I'd like to be a horse galloping all around, 
I'd like to be a hamster seunying across 


What is served but never eaten? 


- the ground, 
“leq sluue. 
I'd like to be a bunny rabbit with big i1eq swuued Y 
floppy ears, _ Katie Tredinnik, aged 8 


I'd like to be a tortoise and live for 100 years, 
I'd like to be a guinea pig, being stroked all day, 
I'd like to be a puppy dog as long as 

I’m not stray, 
I'd like to be a tall giraffe reaching up at-trees, 
I'd like to be a dolphin swimming in the seas, 
I'd like to be an elephant reaching up high, 
I'd like to be a little bird flying in the sky, 


om 


I'd like to be a giant cow chewing on the cud, 
I'd like to be a cute koala eating all the leaves, 
I'd like to be a monkey climbing in the trees, 
I'd like to be a mighty lion living in the wild, 
but | am happy just the way | am, 


as a little child. AMANDA KENNEDY SENT 


IN THESE JUMBLED UP NAMES. 
CAN YOU PUZZLE THEM OUT? 
CLUE: THE UNDERLINED 
LETTER IS THE FIRST LETTER 


Louisa Templeton, aged 11 


‘Jauinbs pue 2ueH :yaMSNV 


DEBBIE ANN GANDY SENT IN THESE 
MYTERIOUS FIGURES. CAN YOU IN THE WORD. 
GUESS WHO THEY ARE? 
1 MRHRACE 4DTOA 
2GEABRD 5 ANRERG 
3 LOME 6 XVINE 
‘UaXxIA 9 JaBUY G PEO] F 2IOW € 
J28peg 3 J2WUeYD| ‘SYaMSNV 


Ruth Wilson, aged 11 


We've got lots of 
pictures, but how 
about sending in some 
more poems, stories 
and puzzles for the 

Gallery pages: 


Natalie Diaper, aged 10 


- WATERHOLE 


(7 66Can you imagine what a relief 
uh | it is to find a watering hole in 
J Africa sometimes. It gets very 


/7,~ and often the animals that live there 
(dh end up gasping for a drink. That’s why 
( so many of them make their home 
—_ in the Great Rift Valley which cuts 
ad right through east Africa. There they have 
30 lakes to choose from including Lake 
Tanganyika which is the longest freshwater | 


ake in the world. The valley was formed 
millions of years ago by earthquakes. 


* hot and dusty in this part of the world 


In places it is up to 600m deep with mountains 
rising steeply on either side. Mount Kilimanjaro 
is here — it is the highest. peak i in Apion 5? 
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(7. 66Can you imagine what a relief 
| \\. it is to find a watering hole in 
: Africa sometimes. It gets very 
/ ’ hot and dusty in this part of the world 
‘7, and often the animals that live there 
(L\ end up gasping for a drink. That’s why 
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— in the Great Rift Valley which cuts 
> right through east Africa. There they have 
30 lakes to choose from including Lake 
Tanganyika which is the longest freshwater 
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How to make your Prime Pig mask 


1 Cut out the mask base. Cut out all the slots and 
the eyeholes and mouth (the shaded areas). 


2 Cut out the ears. Push tab A through slot A on 
mask base. Push tab B through slot B on the mask 
base. Fold tabs downward and glue them to the 
back of the mask. 


3 Cut out the snout. Make downward creases 
along all the dotted lines. 


ears 


4 To make the snout, glue the folded tabs to the back 
of the nose, hooking the ends of the strips together. 


5 To attach the snout to the mask base, slot tabs 
C, D, E, F, G through the corresponding slots. Fold all 
the tabs inward and glue them in place. 


6 Cut a length of elastic mask base 
to fit round your head. 
Pierce a hole either 
side of the mask. 
Push the ends 
of the elastic 
through these 
holes and 
knot them. 


OE ———————————— 


Secret World of.. 


You should be able to spot ten 
Sausage tree flowers still waiting 
to be eaten. 


The Sausage tree flowers in August, and 
once it’s been pollinated by fruit bats, the 
tree’s fruits appear quickly. They grow to 
nearly 1m in length, so only big animals, 
such as elephants and 
hippos, can eat them. 
Humans make ri 
use of them, 
too, to make a 
medicine that 
is used in the 
treatment of 
skin cancer. 


The Cheetah’s body 
is perfectly designed 
for running at high 
speeds. Over flat 
country, cheetahs 
have been timed 
doing about 
100kph. They can 
keep this pace up 
for about 370m; if they 
haven’t caught their prey "\, . 
by then, they give up and : 
wait for an easier kill. Y 


One of the lion’s 
favourite preys is 
Coke’s hartebeest. — 
This antelope lives in ‘ 
herds of between 4 
and 30, with females 
and their young being 
led by the dominant bull. 
When the herd is grazing, the bull will 
keep a look out for possible danger. 
At the first sign of alarm, he snorts 
loudly, and the herd gallops off. 


Being the largest of 
the heron family, the 
Goliath heron can 
wade through much 
deeper water than other 
members of its family, 
helping it to catch fish of up 
to 3kg in weight. At breeding 
time, both parents incubate 
the 2-3 pale blue eggs for about four 
weeks. After hatching, the young take 
another six weeks to fledge 
(get their flying feathers). 


The Grey tree frog lays its eggs in a sticky 
solution on a branch overhanging water. It produces 
the solution from a gland in its body 
and froths it up with its back legs. 

The solution develops a hard outer 

case to protect the ~ i, we 

eggs but stays “Se, ! [- 

fe liquidinthe 7% ‘Ss le 


middle. = f- + 
When the Mand ES 
eggs are Zy i) 4} =a KEK 
ready to ZX j 
hatch, . 4 
“] “Ai: 


Hammerhead, is among the weirdest in the 
bird world. Built out of sticks, reeds, grass 

and dead plant stems, the nest can be up to 
2m high and weigh between 25 and 50kg! It 
takes the Hammerkop about six weeks to 
build its nest. Inside it has a 
chamber lined with 
waterweed and 
dry grass. 


the case 
becomes 
liquid again and 
the tadpoles drop 
into the water. 


r i= The huge domed nest of the Hammerkop, or 
hes 
ay ~~ 


Rock pythons grow to a length 
of 6m, or more. Their bodies 
are very chunky and heavy. 
They like to live near water, 

but will put up with most 
habitats, except those that 

are very high up. 


Discovering Nature 


ON SAFARI 


If you’re ever lucky enough to go on safari in 
Africa, you'll see some wonderful animals living 
in their natural habitat. The next best thing is to 
go along to your local safari park - see how 
many giraffes, lions, elephants and cheetahs 
you can spot. Don’t forget to visit the 

sssnake house, too! 


Identi-cat 
There are seven species 
of big cat found around 
the world. You can 
probably name most of 
them, but do you know 
what they look like? 

Try to match each cat 
shown below with the 
correct name. 


lion, leopard, cheetah 
jaguar, clouded leopard 
tiger, snow leopard 


Weasel’ $ Easel 


he 
Il cats, such as the | 
peice lynx and domestic 
cat can purr when breathing 
in and out. The seven big 


wever, can only 
ot em Oa breathe out! 


ee 


‘puedogj mous 5 JensSer 4 uol] 4g 4251 d 
puedoa| papnoj> > piedo2]g ye22UD Vv 


*SUaMSNV 


Yj 
SHAKE PIT 


2 Cut out an eye om @ 


and toes from gD 
You will need: old pieces of wrapping paper, different-coloured (pe) a mh,” pe eee 
scissors, glue, small box with lid (tea-bag Ox is paper and glue O . ©) 
ideal), white paper, felt tips. them to the OQ 3 For ears, trace the ear template above on to 
ry elephant. card and cut it out. Make a slit behind each eye 


(see dotted line on elephant template) 


@ Cut two strips of and slot the ears into these cuts. ; 


wrapping paper, each 
1.5 x 15cm. Put a dab of 
glue at the end of the 
first strip and press the 3 Cut a head for each 
second strip on to the @ Fold the strips across snake out of wrapping 
first at right-angles. each other to form a paper. Make a fold near the 
‘spring’. Dab some glue end of each head. Glue the 
under the top flap and heads to the bodies. 

press down. Make two 
more springs out of 
different designs of 
wrapping paper. 


For the giraffe: 


a Cut a piece of yellow paper 
18 x 4cm and fold it in half 
lengthways. Trace the giraffe 
template on to the paper and 
cut it out without cutting the line 
shown in red on the template. 


@ Glue the two sides of the 
giraffe’s body to the sides of 
an upright matchbox. Cut out 
some brown blotches from 
paper and stick them on the 
giraffe. Add a tongue and eye. 


3 For the mane, cut two 
strips of brown paper, each 
2 x 6.5cm. Make cuts along 
one side of each strip. Glue 
to the giraffe’s body. 


a Cut eyes and a tongue § Glue the ends of the 
out of white paper. Colour snakes’ bodies inside the 
them in and stick them to box. Glue the back of each 
the snakes’ heads. head to the box lid. Close 
. ihe box. 


4 For a tail, curl a thin strip of paper 
round the end of a pencil, fringe the end 
and glue to the back of the matchbox. 


Now when you open the box, 
\ A the snakes will rear up. 
{ Bits ‘_ sors SAFARI PARK 4 Y 


/ You will need: coloured paper, empty 
matchboxes, scissors, glue, black felt tip, 
clothes pegs, paint. 7 


/\ 
NV | For the elephant: 


gg 
al Here’s a flamingo 
for you to try, too. 


4 Cut a piece of coloured paper 26 x 6om 

and fold it in half lengthways. Trace the VJ ’ 
elephant template on to the paper, and cut * 

it out, making sure you don't out the lines y j 
shown in red on the template. 
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Cleo and Fido were @ < numbers. 

Measly had invented lots of games to help them 

Here are a few for you to " 
(eo) 


FLYING KITE 

The pattern on Fido’s kite is 
made from a number — can 
you see which one it is? _ 


BUILDING A BRIDGE 
Fill in the gaps in the Co 
bridge with the numbered 
bricks below, fitting them 
together in the correct 

order. 


A SLICE OF CAKE 
Each slice of the cake 
adds up to the same 
number. All the numbers 
of the outer circle of the 
cake add up to 20 - so 
do all the numbers of 
the inner circle. Can you 
work out which two ‘ 


HEAPS OF LEAVES 
How many leaves 
can you count in 
this heap? 


“Iwo riches together: 


Three bricks together: 
16, 42, 66, 72, 88. 


136, 248, 345, 537, 
875, 903. 


J LE JAPE: 

This lion and elephe 

have been divided inte 
sections, each witha WZ 
number. Starting at the VW 
’ lion’s paw and elephant'’s7 
trunk, move to the tail 
through the adjoining 
sections, adding up the 
numbers. What is the 

| lowest number you 


SNAKY SEVENS 


How many sevens can you find on the snake? 


cy 
CRAFTY CALCULATOR 


Try these tricks on the calculator! 


AMAZING EIGHT 

Tap the number 205128 on your calculator, 
Then multiply it by 4. What has happened 
to the 8? Divide by 4 and look at the 8 
again. By constantly multiplying and 
dividing by 4, you can make the 8 jump 
back and forth, either side of 

the number. 


SURPRISING SEVEN 

Ask your friend to enter any number into the 
calculator. (It mustn’t fill the the calculator 
screen.) Then tell them to multiply the 
number by 2. Add 17. Subtract 3. Divide the 
answer by 2. Then subtract the number they 
entered in the first place. 


The answer should be 7! 
Repeat the process with another number 
and what do you get - 7! 


Colour i in == — a. 
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